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Judge 
 

2011 AAA Specialty Judge 
Bio of Mrs. Murrel Purkhiser 

 
 Murrel Purkhiser grew up just outside of Abilene, Texas. She has been married to Joe  for 56 years. 
They have four sons and daughters-in-law, eight grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. They now live in 
San Antonio, Texas. 
 
Murrel and Joe with their sons became active breeding and showing Collies and Shetland Sheepdogs in 1965. 
This came to an end when the Air Force sent Joe and Murrel overseas. Upon Joe’s retirement, they once 
again resumed their love of breeding and showing dogs. Only this time, it was Joe’s childhood companions, 
Smooth Fox Terriers. 
 
Murrel began judging after retiring from teaching in 1998. She is currently approved to judge Best in Show, 
Toy, Hound, and Non-Sporting Groups,  Smooth and Wire Fox Terriers, Manchester Terriers, Akitas, Alaskan 
Malamutes, Samoyeds, Siberian Huskies, Collies, Norwegian Buhunds, Shetland Sheepdogs, Swedish 
Vallhunds, Finnish Lapphunds and Junior Showmanship. 
 
By the way, Murrel does not have an “i” and is pronounced as Merle but I have no idea where my spelling 
came from. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Azawakh Standard 

 

General Appearance: 

The Azawakh is an African sighthound of Afro-asiatic type, which appeared in Europe towards 1970 and, comes from the 

Nigerian middle basin, among others, from the Valley of the Azawakh.  For hundreds of years, he has been the 

companion of the nomads of the southern Sahara.   

Particularly leggy and elegant, the Azawakh gives a general impression of great fineness. His bone structure and 

musculature are transparent beneath fine and lean skin.  This sighthound presents itself as a rangy dog whose body fits 

into a rectangle with its longer sides in a vertical position. 

Faults ς Heavy general appearance 

Size, Weight and Proportions 

Height at withers:  

Males ς 25 ς 29 inches  

Females ς 23 - 27 inches 

Serious Fault ς Size deviating more than an inch from the norms of the standard 

Weight:  

Males ς 44 ς 55 pounds 

Females ς 33 ς 44 pounds 

In correct weight - 3-5 ribs should be visible  

Body Proportion:  Length of body/height at withers ς 9:10.  Length of body is 90% height of hound.  This ratio may be 

slightly higher in bitches.  

Head  

Eyes:  Almond shaped, quite large.  Their color is in keeping with the coat color. Eye rims are pigmented. 

Ears: Set quite high. They are fine, always drooping and flat, quite wide at the base, close to the skull, never a rose ear.  

Their shape is that of a triangle with a slightly rounded tip. Their base rises when the hound is attentive. 

Skull :  The skull is almost flat, rather elongated.  The width of the skull must definitely be inferior to half the length of 

the head. Width of the skull/length of head = 4:10.  The width of the skull is 40% the length of the head.    The 

superciliary arches and the frontal furrow are slightly marked.  On the other hand, the occipital crest is clearly protruding 

and the occipital protuberance marked. 

Faults: Wide back skull, prominent stop 

Muzzle:  Long, straight, fine towards the front without exaggeration. 



Planes: Long, fine, lean and chiseled, rather narrow, without excess. Length of muzzle/length of head = 1:2.  Length of 

back skull is 50% length of head. The directions of the axes of the skull and the muzzle are often slightly divergent 

towards the front. 

Nose:  Nostrils well opened. The nose color is in keeping with the coat color. 

Lips & Jaw:  Lips are fine and tight. Jaw is long and strong. Cheeks are flat. 

Bite:  A scissor bite is preferable; a level bite is allowed.  

Serious Fault: An overshot or undershot jaw  

Teeth:  Full dentition; the teeth are healthy and strong. 

Neck, Topline and Body:   

Neck:  Good reach of neck which is long, fine and muscular, slightly arched.  The skin is fine and does not form a dewlap  

Topline:  Nearly straight, horizontal or rising toward the hips. Withers are quite prominent. 

Body: Length of body/height at withers ς 9:10.  Length of body is 90% height of hound.  This ratio may be slightly higher 

in bitches. 

Fault:  Body too long 

Chest:  Height of chest/height at withers ς about 4:10.  Height of chest is 40% of height at withers.  Well developed in 

length, deep but without reaching elbow level. It is not very wide, but must have enough space for the heart, so the 

sternal region of the chest must not abruptly become narrow. Forechest is not very wide. 

Ribs:  Long, visible, slightly and evenly curved down to the sternum 

Underline:  The chest is curved like a keel consisting of dry muscle and visible skeleton. The sternum is well defined, 

rising very high into the lumbar arch without interruption. 

    

Back: Nearly straight, horizontal or rising toward the hips. 

Hipbones:  Distinctly protruding and always placed at an equal or superior height to the height at the withers. 

Serious Fault:  Hip bones placed distinctly lower than withers.   

 

Loin:  The lumbar section is short and dry, often slightly curved over the loin. 

Croup:  Oblique without accentuated slant. 

Tail:  The tail is set low, thin, lean, and tapered. Length should reach the hock.  It is covered with the same type of hair as 

that of the body.  It is carried hanging with the tip raised or when the hound is excited, it can be carried in a sickle, ring, 

or saber above the horizontal. 

Forequarters  



Forequarters:   Seen as a whole: long, fine, almost entirely vertical. 

Shoulders:  Long, lean and muscular and only slightly slanting seen in profile.  The scapulo-humeral angle is very open 

(about 1300). 

Dewclaws: May or may not be removed. 

Feet:  Rounded shape, with fine and tightly closed toes 

Pads: May be pigmented 

Hindquarters: Seen as a whole: long and lean; legs perfectly vertical 

Thighs:  Long and prominent with lean muscles.  The coxofemoral angle is very open (about 1300). 

Stifle:  The femorotibial angle is very open (about 1400). 

Hock:  Hock joint and hock are straight and lean, without dewclaws. 

Feet:  Round shaped, with fine and tightly closed toes;  

Pads: May be pigmented. 

Skin and Coat  

Skin:  Fine, tight over the whole body. 

Hair:  Short, fine, down to none on the belly. 

Color:  Color and markings are immaterial.  

Serious Fault:  Harsh or semi-long coat.  Coat not identical to the standard. 

 

Gait:  The Azawakh's movement is agile and light, without hackney action or pounding.  He has particularly graceful, 

elastic movement at the walk and at the trot gives the appearance of floating effortlessly over the ground.  At the trot, 

the front foot should not extend past the end of the nose.  The gallop is leaping.  The movement is an essential point of 

the breed. 

                Fault:  To move with exaggerated reach and drive or heaviness. 

 

Character and Temperament:  Quick, attentive, distant, reserved with strangers, but he can be gentle and 

affectionate with those he is willing to accept. 

  Fault: Excessively timid character 





 

 

 

 



 

Regular Classes 
DOGS 

Placement 

 

9-12 Months 

Puppy 

 
 

2 
 

1 

Sambala Nalo ón Simoon 

 
DOB:  12/3/10; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 39726607 

BREEDER:  Norma Spivey & Deb Kidwell 

SIRE:  Kel Simoon Gagarumi 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Matara ón Sambala 

OWNER:  Deb Kidwell 

                30083 Rows Mill Rd. 

       Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540-207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 

 

1 3 

Sambala Nuru nô Simoon 

 
DOB: 12/3/10; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 39726610 

BREEDER:  Norma Spivey & Deb Kidwell 

SIRE:  Kel Simoon Gagarumi 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Matara nô Sambala 

OWNER: Deb Kidwell & Norma Spivey 

                30083 Row Mill Rd. 

      Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dayyat@aol.com
mailto:dayyat@aol.com


Placement 
 

Open Dog 

 

 

1 

Winners 

Dog 

 

5 

Kel Simoon Maôaloo 

 
DOB:  2/3/08; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 30052202 

BREEDER:  Deb Kidwell 

SIRE:  Al Haraôs Voodoo 

DAM:  Borial nôAgzir 

OWNER:  Deb Kidwell 

                30083 Rows Mill Rd.  

      Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540-207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 

 

2 
 

7 

Ayur -ikmer Idiiyat -es-Sahel, QC, ASFA F.Ch. 

 

DOB:  December 15, 2008; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 37937102 

BREEDER:  David Moore 

SIRE:  Kidal Idiiyat-es-Sahel 

DAM:  Illi Tin Hinan Batna 

OWNER:  Jan Butterworth 

                245 Grove St., Kingston, MA 02364 

                Phone:  781-582-9766 

                Email:  zifsaf@yahoo.com 

 

ABS 13 

Elkhir -Ras Agg Amaias 

 

DOB:  7/31/2009    

AKC#:  HP 39476201 

FOREIGN REG.#:  VDH/DWZB AZ 828 

BREEER:  Christiane Their Rostaing 

SIRE:  Tombouktouôs Qutaybah 

DAM:  Tigidit Essamet 

OWNER:  Cyril Chaput 

ADDRESS:  75 Rg St-Andre, Napierville, Quebec, 

Canada, JOJ 1LO 

                Telephone: 514-892-0872 

                Email:  azaeodm@yahoo.com 

 

 

mailto:dayyat@aol.com
mailto:zifsaf@yahoo.com
mailto:azaeodm@yahoo.com


 
 

Veteran Dog 

 

 

 

1 

Best of 

Opposite 

Sex 

 

15 

 

Kel Simoon Gagarumi 
 

DOB:  6/8/01; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 06944701 

BREEDER:  Rhonda Mann 

SIRE:  Idi Issa ón Shat-ehad 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Essari, F.Ch. 

OWNER:  Rhonda Mann & Andy Meier 

                30083 Rows Mill Rd.  

      Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540-207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 
 

 

 

mailto:dayyat@aol.com


Regular Classes 

BITCHES 

Placement 
 

9-12 Months Puppy 

 

 

 

3 
 

2 

Sambala Nayo ón Simoon 
 

DOB:  12/3/10; USA 

AKC Reg.# HP 39726602 

BREEDER:  Norma Spivey & Deb Kidwell 

SIRE:  Kel Simoon Gagarumi 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Matara ón Sambala 

OWNER:  Deb Kidwell & Rhonda Mann 

                30083 Rows Mill Rd. 

      Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540-207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 

1 

Reserve 

Winners 

Bitch 

4 

Sambala Nakawa ón Simoon 
 

DOB:  12/3/1; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 39726601 

BREEDER:  Norma Spivey & Deb Kidwell 

SIRE:  Kel Simoon Gagarumi 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Matara ón Sambala 

OWNER:  Deb Kidwell & Rhonda Mann 

                30083 Rows Mill Rd. 

      Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540-207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 

2 6 

Sambala Nafisa nôSimoon 
 

DOB:  12-3-10 

AKC #:  HP 39726603 

BREEDER:  Norma Spivey & Deborah Kidwell 

SIRE:  Kel Simoon Gagarumi 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Matara nôSambala 

OWNER:  James Black & Sheryl Black 

ADDRESS:  8996  14 Mile Rd. N.E. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319 

           Telephone:  616-866-4766 

 Cell:  616-862-6837 

           Email:  sherylisis@aol.com 

mailto:dayyat@aol.com
mailto:sherylisis@aol.com


 
 

Open Bitch 

 

 

 

1 

Winners 

Bitch & 

Best of 

Winners 

8 

Ettebel Afella ón Simoon 
DOB:  7/5/07; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 37946401 

BREEDER:  Beverly Nash 

SIRE:  Tombouktouôs Qulood 

DAM:  We Wille Dari 

OWNER:  Deb Kidwell 

                30083 Rows Mill Rd. 

      Rhoadesville, VA 22542 

                Phone:  540-207-2009 

                Email:  dayyat@aol.com 
 

 

 

mailto:dayyat@aol.com


BEST OF BREED 

COMPETI TION  

Placement 

 

BEST OF BREED 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

CH. Bahama El Oudjalan du Royaume de 

Sikishyma   
DOB: 7/3/2006   

AKC#:  HP 39476101 

BREEDER: Ollitrault-Meriedec-Le Deuff, France  

SIRE: Uassin dôAl Mamour  

DAM: Sanake al Kaaba du Domaine de Rochereau)   

OWNER:  Andree Bouchard 

75 Rg St-Andre, Napierville, Quebec, Canada, JOJ 

1LO        

Best of 

Breed 
12 

UKC Ch. Iri ak Domiko, QC  
DOB:  August 3, 2008; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 34813701 

BREEDER:  Doug Koger 

SIRE:  Sheshonq Idiiyat-es-Sahel 

DAM:  Masi Kel Afara-Hewhin 

OWNER:  Jan Butterworth 

                245 Grove St., Kingston, MA 02364 

                Phone:  781-582-9766 

                Email:  zifsaf@yahoo.com 
 

 

mailto:zifsaf@yahoo.com


 

Non-Regular Classes 

DOGS 

Placement Stud Dog 
 

 

1 15 

Kel Simoon Gagarumi 
 

DOB:  6/8/01; USA 

AKC Reg.#:  HP 06944701 

BREEDER:  Rhonda Mann 

SIRE:  Idi Issa ón Shat-ehad 

DAM:  Kel Simoon Essari, F.Ch. 

OWNER:  Rhonda Mann & Andy Meier 

 

ABS 13 

Elkhir -Ras Agg Amaias 
 

DOB:  7/31/2009    

AKC#:  HP 39476201 

FOREIGN REG.#:  VDH/DWZB AZ 828 

BREEER:  Christiane Their Rostaing 

SIRE:  Tombouktouôs Qutaybah 

DAM:  Tigidit Essamet 

OWNER:  Cyril Chaput 

 

 

BITCHES 

Placement Brood Bitch 
 

ABS 
10 

 

Ch. Bahama El Oudjalan du Royaume de 

Sikishyma 

DOB: 03/07/2006               

PLACE OF BIRTH:  France 

AKC#:  HP 39476101 

BREEDER:  Ms. Ollitrault-Meriedec-Le Deuff 

SIRE:  Uassin dôAl Mamour 

DAM:  Sanake al Kaaba du Domaine de Rochereau 

OWNER:  Andree Bouchard 

 





 

PRIZES 

 
¶ Rosettes offered by the American Azawakh Association will be awarded for all 

placements 

¶ Dog toys or treats for all placements offered by Deb Kidwell, Rhonda Mann & 

Norma Spivey, Kel Simoon & Sambala Azawakhs 

 

Best in Specialty 

¶ THE GISELA COOK -SCHMIDT 

MEMORIAL TROPHY offered 

through the generous donations of the 

members of the American Azawakh 

Association. 

¶ Rosette and Drape donated by Jan 

Butterworth, Zafis Pharaoh Hounds and 

¶ Azawakh 

¶ Dog bed donated by Kristin Sicotte  

¶ Azawakh Print by Elle J. Wilson, ñAlmost 
an Angel 66ò, Etsy.com, donated by Terri 

Porthan, Noblewinds Kennel 

Best of Opposite Sex  

to Best in Specialty 

¶ Rosette offered by Deb Kidwell & Rhonda 

Mann, Kel Simoon Azawakhs 

¶ Sash donated by Jan Butterworth, Zafis 

Pharaoh Hounds and Azawakh 

¶ Azawakh Print by Elle J. Wilson, ñAlmost 
an Angel 66ò, Etsy.com, donated 

by The American Azawakh Association 

¶ Dog Bed donated by Kristin Sicotte 

Best of Winners 

¶ Rosette and Azawakh Print by Elle J. 

Wilson, ñAlmost an 

Angel 66ò, Etsy.com, donated by The 

American Azawakh Association 

¶ Large Goodie basket offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

 

Winners Dog 

¶ Rosette and Azawakh Print by Anna 

Johannson, donated by The American 

Azawakh Association 

¶ Beaded kangaroo collar offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 



Azawakhs 

 

Winners Bitch 

¶ Rosette and Azawakh Print by Anna 

Johannson, donated by The American 

Azawakh Association 

¶ Beaded kangaroo collar offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

Award of Merit  
¶ Rosette donated by The American 

Azawakh Association 

Reserve Winners Dog 

¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel  Simoon 

Azawakhs 

 

Reserve Winners Bitch 
¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

First Place - 9-12 Puppy Dog  ¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

First Place - 9-12 Puppy Bitch ¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 
 

First Place - Open Dog ¶ Beaded kangaroo collar offered by offered 

by Deb Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel 

Simoon Azawakhs  
 

First Place - Open Bitch ¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

Veteran Dog ï First place ¶ Rosette and gift, donated by The American 

Azawakh Association 

¶ Dog Bed donated by Kristin Sicotte 

Stud Dog ï First Place 

¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhon da Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

Brood Bitch ï First Place 

¶ Goodie Bag offered by offered by Deb 

Kidwell & Rhonda Mann, Kel Simoon 

Azawakhs 

 


